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Abstract

The purpose of the research entitled “A Psychological Analysis of Main Characters in
the Historical Novel “Buppasanivas” by Romphang is to understand the main characters of
the novel in psychological manners. The knowledge of motivation was applied as a
framework of analysis in this research. The result of the research can be summarized as

follows. 1) Three main characters: namely; Ketsurang, Karaked and Muen Sunthorntheva had
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different impetus in leading their lives. Ketsurang and Muen Sunthorntheva possesed
motivation for achievement whereas Karaked possessed motivation for relations. The
different motivation or driving forces in these main characters brought about different
outcomes in their lives. It is noted that Karaked who possessed inappropriate motivation
for unsuitable relations eventually faced untimely death. 2) Psychological traits that emerge
from three main characters render the multidimensional facets of the characters, which
make them much more interesting and thus solicit the readers to follow their lives. 3) As a
historical novel, the novelist presents 5 concepts through these three main characters ideas:
history and grand patriotism, predestined coexistence, juxtaposition between the past and
contemporary colloquial, different values in different periods and beliefs in superstition.

Keywords : Motivation, main characters, historical novel
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