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Somporn Hanpongpandh 2019: THE FEASIBILITY OF DISTRIBUTING SUPLUS FOOD FROM BUDDHIST TEMPLES TO FOOD-

SHORTAGE HOUSEHOLDS, TEMPLES AND SCHOOLS AT AMPHUR TAWEEWATANA

Abstract

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has introduced a
number of measures to secure food security the world over, including Thailand despite its being
one of a few net food exporting countries. Among other measures, distribution of surplus alms
food from Buddhist temples to food shortage communities has been believed to be an
economical way out, speaking of its operation costs. Its operational feasibility was examined
through a survey of two Buddhist temples in February, 2019. The results of the survey have
indicated that the temples’ monks can collect enough alms food for not only the monks, but also
other helpers in the temples and their relatives, not to mention a very small number of outsiders
in the temples’ vicinity. Based on the findings it can be said that Buddhist temples in Thailand
as a whole have been serving like an  unannounced or a disguised food reserve for those who
need it all over Thailand. And that is why Thailand has remained to be a Kitchen of the World at
present. Nevertheless, for a good preparedness against possible food crisis from the present
Climate Change threat, other measures apart from the disguised food reserve from Buddhist

temples are needed to be immediately probed
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